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The  House  of  Representative  being  in  the  Committer 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  January  11 
1808— 

Mr.  BALDWIN  said : 

Mr.  Cha.is.max  :  The  other  day  I  listened  with  atten- 
tion to  the  speech  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
[Mr.  Brooks]  on  the  negro  and  the  influence  of  the  ne- 
gro race.  I  admired  his  eloquence  and  his  genius  for 
romance  ;  but  I  saw  with  irrepressible  wonder  the  au- 
dacity with  which  he  challenged  the  light  of  this  nine- 
teenth century  and  defied  the  influence  of  modern  civ- 
ilization. 

The  doctrines  he  put  forth  brought  -tf  mind  those 
geological  formations  in  which  are  preserved  the  fossil 
remaius  of  etrange  and  monstrous  creatures  that  once 
had  life,  but  lived  so  far  away  In  the  deeps  of  geological 
antiquity  that  we  cannot  even  think  w  ith  steady  nerves 
of  the  distance  between  their  age  and  ours.  For  a  mo- 
ment the  gentleman's  voice  seemed  to  have  magnetized 
those  old  fossils  and  brought  them  forth  from  the  rocks 
until  troops  of  ugly  things  from  the  mysterious  Silu- 
rian ages,  revived  to  an  hour  of  life,  were  crawling  about 
this  Hall  and  repeating  the  cries  of  primeval  savagery 
which  they  called  music. 

This  illusion,  however,  was  soon  dispelled  by  the  con- 
viction that  I  was  accusing  ancient  times  unjustly.  In 
such  records  of  antiquity  as  -remain  for  our  perusal 
there  ifl  no  account  of  any  age  or  of  any  people  where 
•doctrines  so  revolting  to  reason  and  justice  found  hos- 
pitality. Some  of  the  ancients,  whose  poetry  was  bet- 
ter than  their  geography,  and  whose  aptitude  for  ro- 
manoe  was  greater  than  their  knowledge  of  unvisited 
and  uncomprehended  countries,  were  accustomed  to 
Spread  a  veil  of  mystery  over  some  distant  lands  and 
people  them  w  ith  anthropophagi — one-eyed  gianU — and 
other  inhuman  creations  of  fancy.  But  they  nover  de- 
fied the  human  nature  of  men  actually  under  their 
observation.  Even  those  described  by  their  prejudices 
as  "  outside  barbarians "  were  men  like  themselves, 
though  not  of  their  own  select  community.  It  never 
eccnrred  to  them  to  deuy  the  identity  of  human  nature 
jp  all  raoee  and  all  peoples.  It  was  left  for  North  Amer- 
ican sla**ry  to  produce  this  remarkable  blossom  of  eth- 
nology, which,  having  perfumed  so  many  funeral  ora- 
tions on  the  dead  barbarism,  will,  of  course,  be  used  as 
a  d«vic«  tor  it*  tomb.  And  how  app  ropriate,  if  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  shall  be  engaged  to  write  under 
it  this  epitaph  : 

*  One  lord  Md  Baster,  bnried  here,  taught  os  that 


j  the  negro,  brother  of  the  gorilla,  has  no  rights  that  th. 
j  white  men  are  bouud  to  respect." 

j  The  most  striking  characteristic  of  the  gentleman. 
j  argument  appears  in  the  facility  with  which  It  use;. 
I  false  assumptions  ns  facts,  and  thus  fails  to  meet  the 
j  questions  actually  before  the  country. 

1.  In  the  first  place,  it  seems  necessary  to  remind  th< 

j  gentleman  thst  the  question  presented  in  this  discus- 
sion is  not  one  concerning  the  equality  or  Inequality  of 
Y  human  races,  nor  of  different  classes  and  families  in 
|  the  same  race.  No, Mr.  Chairman  ;  it  i.s  a  question  con- 
cerning human  rights.  It  calls  on  us  to  decide  whether 
men  shall  be  equal  before  the  law  and  in  their  relations 
to  the  Governmeatof  their  country.  It  requires  us  to 
consider  and  to  say  in  onr  legislation  whether  right* 
are  the  exclusive  inheritance  of  particular  races  and 
classes,  or  whether  they  belong  equally  to  all  men.  In 
some  other  respects  men  differ.  They  are  not  all  wU. 
and  good.  Some  are  ignorant ;  others  are  enlighteneJ 
They  differ  in  natural  gifts,  in  acquirements,  in  eociil 
conditions,  and  in  their  uses  of  life.  Every  civilized 
community  is  a  mosaic  in  which  these  differences  are 
represented.  Our  political  fathers,  in  tho  great  Declara- 
tion, do  not  say  or  mean  that  all  men  arc  equal  to  Bhaks- 
peare  in  poetic  genius ;  but  they  do  mean  and  say  that 
the  most  imperial  intellect  has  no  more  rights  before 
the  law  than  the  hnmblest.  It  is  this  question  of  righu 
that  we  have  under  consideration, and  the  geutlemua  ■ 
argument  must  not  put  It  asid". 

2.  In  the  second  place,  it  seem.-  ue<.eBsary  to  remind 
him  that  wo  arc  not  now  considering  the  policy  ef  Im- 
porting Africans  into  the  United  States  to  become  a 
part  of  our  population.  Thi-  is  no  longer  an  open 
question.  They  hare  already  been  brought  into  the 
country.  They  are  here,  and  they  have  been  here  since 
the  time  of  the  first  English  .-etUonient.v  No  man  on 
this  side  of  the  question  we  discoes  will  bleu  that  day 
in  1620— a  dark  day  In  our  colonial  history— when  ■ 
Dutch  man-of-war  began  the  Importation  by  landing 
African  slave.- at  Jamtfttow  u.  Nevertheless,  they  are 
here.  With  blood  no  longer  entirely  African,  and  gen- 
erally with  no  resemblance  to  that  maBterpieCeofgeniuj" 
the  gentleman's  portrait  of  the  "Congo  negro,'  the\ 
are  now  as  much  apart  of  the  native  population  of  the 
country  as  any  portion  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  rfee  it  it 
a  fact  accomplished ;  and  the  question  i.  ho»  shall  we 
deal  with  it?  And  yet  everything  in  the  gentli»o»an'§ 
argument  assumes,  or  is  baseloss  without  the  aj»um|. 
Uou,  lliat  people  vi  the  African  race  are  now  lvr  the  lust 


time  to  be  brought  into  such  association  with  the  whito  |  mankind,  not  only  demanding  their  rights,  but  actually 
race  of  the-  country  as  make- possible  the  depraving  con-  >  coruiug  into  power,  and  preparing  a  new  political  con- 
sequences of  raiscegeuatiun,  which  endanger  society.  dition  of  the  world,  whore,  in  the  coming  ages,  the  olfl 
3.  But,  in  the  third  place,  the  most  audacious  assump-  I  doctrine*  ajid  machinery  of  oppression  will  be  studiod 
tion  of  his  argument  is  that  which  finds  tho  danger  of  j  only  as  muldering  relics,  rnomentoes  of  an  age  thatcan- 
a  degrading  mixture  of  races,  and  along  with  it  social  [cot  return.  Even  the  ruling  aristocracy  of  Great  Brit- 
and  national  ruin,  in  justice  to  the  negro  race— an  1  not  ain,  the  most  arrogant  ruling  class  in  Europe,  standing 
in  tint  relation  of  the  races  created  by  the  oppressions  in  their  power  above  the  throne  itself,  shudder  ot  the 
and  degradations  of  the  slave  system— in  that  policy  !  terrible  earnestness  with  which  their  hereditary  pre- 
which  respects  the  negro"s  rights,  trains  him  to  self-  '  rogatives  are  assailed;  while  the  crown  itself  is  begin- 
respect,  and  elevates  him  to  a  higher  condition  of  in-  j  ning  to  be  discussed  as  a  worthless  bauble,  by  that 
telligence  and  niauly  character,  and  net  in  that  which  growing  popular  agitation,  that  uprising  of  the  people, 
degr  i'J-s  him,  takes  awray  his  i  ight«,  andiiakes  him  the  .  whichwill  have  manhood  suffrage  and  political  equality 
prey  of   every   form  of  lawless  passion.     And  yet   the  '  or  revolution. 

gentleman  cannot  bo  unaware  (although  his  argument  I  The  gentleman  from  New  York  is  an  accomplished 
forgets  it;  that.  »u  far  as  experience  and  the  lessons  of  j  master  of  rhetoric;  but  in  his  most  scornful  utterance* 
history  go,  whatever  danger  of  debasement  to  either  '  of  loathing  and  contempt  for  those  whose  rights  he 
race  there  may  be  ill  the  presence  of  that  race  here,  |  would  trample  under  foot,  he  cannot  exceed  theexpres- 
with  no  other    country  but  this,  lies   wholly  in  the  !  sion  of -corn  which  Briti8liToric8ha\ealwaysbestowed 


policy  he  would  establish,  whether  it  be  to  restore  sla- 
very or  to  hold  the  colored  people  imprisoued  in  fo- 
eiety  as  serfs  and  helots,  which  means  tHe  same  thing. 
The  gentleman  is  bold— bold  enough  to  think  he  may 


upon  the  plebeian  millions  of  British  subjects  whom 
they  have  excluded  from  political  rights  and  trodden 
into  the  dust.  Nevertheless  he  establishes  the  right  to 
bo  classed  as  their  political  brother:  but  in  this  Repub- 


-care  men  from  doing  justice  by  portraying  the  conse-  lie  and  in  presence  of  our  nationnl  Ideas  his  method  of 
[uenccs  of  injustice  and  hinder  admiration  for  equality  inculcating  the  doctrines  of  class-privilege  aDd  despot- 
before  the  law  by  pointing  out  the  ruinous  conse- I  ism  is  necessarily  different.  There  are  men  on  his  side  of 
>;ueuces  of  oppression;  but  1  think  he  is  not  bold  the  question  who  have  <o  unlearned  reverence  for  re- 
enough  to  deny  the  fatal  facility  with  which  the  mix-  I  publican  institutions  and  ideas  as  to  talk  of  thorn  with 
turo  of  races  goes  on  under  the  slave  system,  where  the  disgust  and  sigh  for  a  monarchy  with  orders  of  here- 
lawless  and  base  find  crime  made  easy  and  are  secured  ,  ditary  nobility.  These  men  are  consistent.  Their  trans- 
against  many  of  its  inconveniences  ;  nor  to  call  in  ques-  '<  formation  is  the  logical  result  of  their  doctrines.  But 
lion  the  fact  that  oppression  endangers  society  by  de-  j  he  takes  another  course.  Thinking  of  his  constituents 
grading  both  the  oppressor  and  his  victim. 
Let  the  gentleman  come  back  to  the  questions  under 


consideration  and  give  his  attention  to  the  fact  that  we 
propose  to  fling  into  the  rubbish  of  the  ages  the  doc- 
trines, policy,  and  ma  pprcssi  n,  and  try 
what  virtue  there  is  in  our  national  faith  iu  human 
rights — a  faith  inherited  from  the  fathers,  but  which 
we  have  not  fully  realized  in  i  ur  institutions. 

Some  gentlemen  talk  on  the  subject  as  if  tin-  m- 
iirehensive  faith  in  human  rights  were  new;  as  if  it 
were  something  unprecedented  in  human  thought.  The 
'"loctrine  that  human  ri_'ht-  arc  tho  birth-right  i  ;'  hit" 
man  na tux i  is  as  .1  is  tl  ivarfareof  liberty  and  equal- 
ity against  the  party  of  caste  ami  privilege.  It  is 
not  long  since  it  was  held  by  the  ruling  class  every- 
where that  the  world  belonged  to  monarchs  and  aristo- 


und  of  his  own  accustomed  views  of  republicanism  he 
does  not  allow  himself  to  talk  of  excluding  from  polit- 
ical rights  even  the  most  ignorant  and  brutal  white 
man.  If  he  should  propose  to  guard  (he ballot  by  some 
exclusion  of  ignorance  or  baseness,  made  v,  ithout  regard 
to  rate  ur  class,  candid  men  would  listen  to  him  and 
discuss  that  proposition.  But  with  him  white  men  are 
the  privileged  class,  endowed  with  divine  right  to  scorn 
and  oppress  the  African  race  ;  and  to  j  ustify  this  denial 
of  rights  ho  goes  further,  and  denies  that  negroes  be- 
long in  the  same  way  as  white  men  to  the  human  race, 
associating  them  rather  with  the  orang,  the  chimpan- 
zee, and  the  gorilla. 

The  men  who  fought  the  battles  of  the  Revolution 
and  laid  the  foundations  of  this  Republic  would  have 
-purued  this  atrocious  doctrine  with  horror,  as  an  ugly 


crats, and  that  the  great  mass  i  t  mankind,  without  dis-  thing  from  the  pit  of  darkness.    Mr.  Chairman,  recall 

tinction  of  race  or  color,  exist    I  on  ly  for  their  use  and  for  a  moment  that  august  assembly  of  the  fathers   who 

support.    The  privileged  few  held   the  people  as  slaves,  framed  and  put  forth  the  great  Declaration  of  Indepen- 

serfs,  or  base-born  subjects,  with  no  fitness  for  political  dence.    Those  were  men  whose  memory  comes  to  our 

rights,  and  no  claim   to  relief  from   the   despotism  of  thoughts  associatsd   with  the  influence  of  all   that  is 

hereditary  masters.    Eut  the  protests  of  human  nature  bright  and  grand  in  nature  ;  with  everything  that  in- 

md  the  divine  ideas  that  direct  the  influence  of  modern  spires  joy,  faith,  courage,  and  aspiration;    in  all   that 


civilization  have  wrought  a  change  and  extended  the 
recognition  of  human  rights.  In  Europe  serfdom  bus 
disappeared;  th  prestige  of  hereditary  despotism  is 
departing;  the  people  are  rising  and  becoming  a  power 
that  makes  thrones  tremble,  shakes  the  foundation  of 
arrogant* aristocracies,  and  fills  the  circles  of  privilege 
with  dismay. 

Undoubtedly   it  seems    to    defenders  of   hered.tary 
usurpation   very  terrible  to  see  the  low-born  mxss  of 


constitutes  the  noblest  manhood  those  were  men  of 
lordly  stature.  They  were  great  in  character,  great  in 
ideas,  great  in  their  dauntless  faith  in  human  rights. 
Imagine  the  gentleman  from  New  York  in  that  assem- 
bly at  the  moment  ot  its  gravest  deliberation,  when 
e\  ry  heart  thrilled  with  the  purpose  to  have  l:bert.\ 
or  death;  imagine  him  there,  moving  to  amend  the 
first  liae  of  the  Declaration  by  inserting  the  word 
"  white"  before '•  men,"  and  then  proceeding  to  deliver 


hiB  speech  on  the  negro!  Oh.  we  tan  imagine  a  fallen 
:n  gel  breaking  in  upon  the  worship  of  Paradise !  If 
ho  could  have  been  there  to  luako  (hat  attempt,  sud- 
den lightning  from  the  eyes  around  him  would  have 
struck  Mm  speechless  and  paralysed  the  Mood  in  his 
>  cins, 

There  is  uu  other  i  alumnj  so  black  with  falsehood  or 
that  to  completely  beggar*  expression  in  the  attempt  to 


bles  nt  the  montiou  of  such  a  conviction ;  talks  as  If  it 
were  the  arch  onorm  ol  civilization  j  and  he  would  ex- 
terminate ii  utterly. 

There  is  a  wide  difl'eronce  between  these  two.     It  in 
the    whole    difference    between   tight   mil    wroi 
which  is  the  same  thin?,  i"  tween  the  reverent  Justice 
of  n  genuine  Demo  rat  in  thought  und  feeling  and  the 
stubborn  unreason  he  strive*  to  over  omi .    'Mure  i»  a 


describe  it,  a- that  which  has  sought  to  make  the  fathers  I  groat  lesson  here,  n  "  lesson  for  the  day,"  and  whoever 
responsible  for  the  doctrine  that  ••negroes  have  no  j  etndies  it  carefully  will  see  the  immeasurable  distance 
rights  white  men  are  bound  to  respect."  They  studied  between  Thomas  Jefferson  and  certain  Democrats  of 
the  negro  race  quite  as  thoughtfully  as  the  gentleman  onl.  time  by  whom  he  is  fcloniousl)  claimed  as  their  po- 
l'roni  New  York.  Moreover,  the  blood  of  the  race  at  ■  Jjticul  father, 
that  time  was  inure  pun-lj  African  than  now.  whit  h,  on  I      xiie  gentleman  warned  us,  with  Cassandra-like  carn- 

tho  principles  ho  assumes,  made  the  rase  against  the    ,..t, ,  against  influences— always  from  the  negro  race 

negro  inucb  stronger.     Nevertheless,  in  th-  ir  view  the  [  —that  have  ruiued  othei  peoples,  and  ma)  ruin  us.    It 


colored  people  of  the  nation,  both  slave  and  free,  be- 
longed to  the  human  nice  and  had  human  rights,  fhey 
held  that  slaver;  violated  theso  right.-, and  they  ex- 
[iei  ti  d  in  v, ,  it  disappear,  to  fad  ■  away,  as  one  speak  r 
-aid  in  the  Convention,  ''until  ii  should  not  be  seen 
even  as  a  speck  on  the  land.'  They  ordaim  d  its  ex- 
clusion from  the  Territories,  and  would  not  allow  the 
word  slave  to  be  written  in  the  Federal  Constitution. 
They  held  that  free  colored  men,  like  free  white   men> 


is  patriotic  t"  watch  and  guard  against  danger  to  the 
nation  with  ■<  •-  nsitiveness  that  can  feel  the  firsi  I  >u<  b 
of  its  influence.  lla.s  he  always  performed  thi(  dutj 
with  lid.  lit;.  '.  Can  he  point  out  any  other  influence 
so  dcadlv  in  it-  assaults  on  the  Republic  as  that  which, 
after  tin  lathers  hnd  passed  away,  made  slavery  a  po- 
litii  il  power  and  worked  like  the- serpent  in  paradise 
to  bring  the  whole  Republic  to  swear  by  Its  teaching* 
and  worship  its  image?    It  came  upon  the  mind  and 


were  citizens;  and  iu  nearly  all  tin-  State-  free  colored  j  heart  of  the  country  like  a  pestilence  walking  in  dark- 
men  wore  allowed  to  \ob.  Tb'  Uienoi  that  age  had  i  xieee.  It  transformed  thought,  feeling,  and  doctrine, 
eyes  to  see  the  identity  Ol  human  nature  iu  all  races,  i  U11t,l  ro  n  rose,  claiming  to  represent  the  communities 
and  they  would  not  allow  it  to  b--  denied  either  in  their  jn  v  nich  tie  \  lived,  and  shouted  with  passionate  arro- 
-pecch  ov  their  political  creeds,  tout  hern  feeling  <>n  gance  that  the  old  doctrines  were  false,  and  that  the. 
this  question  of  human  rights  at  a  later  juried  was  ex  |a> ,.  power  should  rule  the  nation  or  ruin  it.  Here 
pressed  in  this  House  by  John  Randolph  ol  Roanoke,  j  was  a  danger  to  engage  the  deepcrd  anxiety  of  patriot- 
when  lie  said  with  magnetic  earnest nes: —  ism.     And  where  were  those  whose  partisan  zeal  now 

"I  envy  neither  the  head  nor  the  heart  of  that  North- j  vvails  so  eloquently  over  imagined  disasters  to  flow 
..rn  man  who  can  defend  slaver}  on  principle.1'  fl,m    .,.,,,  ,  ,',,  the  African  race:     Were  tbey  alarmed 

And  Thomas  Jefferson!  Who  that  has  read  in  hi  |iy  |bi9  greatcanger  to  the  country— this  audacious  ill- 
Notes  on  Virginia  the  parages  concerning  slavery  has  |  VM,ono,  itfi  ideas  and  institutions?  No,  Mr.  Chairman; 
failed  to  be  impressed  by  the  earnestness  of  his  i  onvw  Uir,  w  ,., ,.  hendiug  low  in  servility  to  the  barhariam 
lion  that  slavery  was  a  violation  of  human  lights,  ol  Ul.(",  Boug))t  ,,,  ,i(i  kjug.  thev  were  breilki„R  down  the 
the  rights  not  only  of  men,  but  of  "  citizens,"  as  he  ex-  |  M  purpose  ,„  excludo  eiaverv  fronl  the  Territories; 
presses  it  in  one  paragraph.    He  soys  :  \  thvy  wm.  putting  the  word  ••  white  "  into  their  State 

constitutions:  they  were  bowling  curses  at  honest  men 


"  With   what   execrations  should    the   states-man  he 
loaded    who,   permitting  one   hiiiCof   the    citizens   to 

trample  on   the  rigutboi  the   other,   transforms  those  j  who  dared  to  point  out  the  danger  and  denounce  the 
into    despots    and    these    into   enemies,  destroys    the 

moral-    of  the    part   and  the   mn^r  pat  fit    of  the 

•jtner."' 


Again: 

"Can  the  liberties  of  a  nation  be  thought  secure— 
when  we  have  removed  their  only  firm  basis — a  convic- 
tion in  the  minds  ol  the  people  that  these  liberties  are 
the  gilt  ol  Cud;  iih.i  they  are  not  to  be  violated  but 
witu  his  wrath;  indeed.  1  tremble  lor  my  countn 
when  I  reflect  lint  (.od  i=  just;  that  liis  justice  cm  not 


sleep  forever." 

Jefferson  trembled  to  eee  human  nature  violated  in 
the  negro  race.  The  gentleman  from  New  Ycrk  trem- 
bles to  hear  that  the  negro  has  a  proper  human  nature. 
Jeffxrsou  trembled  to  see  the  Cod-given  rights  of  man 

struck  down  in  that  race  by  the  slave  system.  The  '  duce.  thev  work  Qn  in  the  sin.,  service,  seeking  to  re- 
gentlenian  iromNew  York  shudder*  to  hear  u-  main-  build  thi  ir  old  political  temple  on  the  old  foundations, 
tain   that  negroes  have  such    rights.    Jefferson  trem-     by  appealing  to  prejudici  .  stupidity,  madness,  and  the 


Cause   of  it.     And  at  length,  when  the  slave  power's 
"confederacy  '  of  treason  appeared  in  arms  to  revolu- 
tionize the  Republic  or  de-troy  it,  some  of  these  men 
maintained  allegiance  !■•  its  leaders  by  opposing,  de- 
baffle  measures  employed  by 
the  Government   lo  crush  this  reb"llio«.    Was  this  pa - 
trioti     concern   for  tin   welfare    if  the  country?     And 
U  t  ishow  b  iwprofor.ndh  and  incradicably  they 
not  a 

"S'-.i  ■  I.  .  ig 
Into  sol. i-  thing  lich  mid  strauge"— 
but  such  a  tianei  rmation  as  nothing  but  the   slave 
powi  r  and  partisan  passion  combined  was  able  to  pro- 


bled  to  see  the  basis  of  liberty  undermined  and  the 
wrath  ol  Heaven  provoked  by  removing  from  the  minds 
of  the  people  the  conviction  that  the  human  rights  oi 
thr  African,  like  those  of  the  Anglo-Saxon,  ore  Cod 
given  right-.     The  gentleman  from  New    York   trem- 


whole  heartless  and  brainless  tribe  of  unreason,  against 
Dieaaures  that  aim  to  guard  the  country  against  Its  de 
stroyers,  by  affirming  the  atro  itj     r  tn  ison,  the  divin 
it)  of  jnsfii  i .  an  1  lb    s  u  redness   <i  bum  in  rights. 
It   is  quite  pnssiW    that  wc  shall  find 


revise  our  conception  of  whut  constitutesthesuperiority 
of  a  race.  Great  force,  aided  by  the  most  terrible  en- 
gines of  war.  may  sweep  through  the  world  irresistibly, 
conquering,  ravaging,  iuspiring  dread,  and  subjugating 
weak  peoples  to  its  domination.  It  lias  done  so  in 
all  age?  of  which  we  have  any  account.  It  has  made 
itself  the  theme  ol  song  and  romance,  :iud  regulated  the 
method  of  history.  But  in  thi»  really  the  highest,  the 
most  admirable  development  of  human  nature!  Our 
civilization  is  already  convincing  u^  thatUt  is  not.  The 
forces  that  an  elevating  the  treat  mass  of  mankind  in 
civilized  nations  from  serfdom  and  vassalage  to  ;;  richer 
and  more  enlightened  condition  of  ?ocial  and  domestic 
life,  the  growth  and  varied  development  of  industry 
and  the  art:-  of  peace  among  the  many,  and  countless  in- 
fluences grow  ing  outol  that  enfranchisement  of  the  i«-o- 
ple,  w  hich  *<•  extending  the  great  pi  ssibilitles  of  civiliza- 
tion from  the  privili  _".d  few  to  the  "plebeian"  million*, 
are  beginning  to  -how   us   that  the   highest  beauty  of 


deemed  Inferior,  and  more  reflection  on  the  duty  of  the 
wise  and  strong  to  the  weak,  he  may  discover  that  his 
treatment  of  the  negro  race  in  that  speech  is  unworthy 
of  any  man  who  claims  to  share  the  spirit  of  an  elevated 
civilization. 

The  claims  of  that  race,  as  a  part  of  the  native  pop- 
ulation of  the  Country,  should  engage  the  most  candid 
consideration  of  all  wise  and  good  men.  It  is  unpa- 
triotic, it  is  wicked,  to  embarrass  it  with  the  influence  of 
partisan  prejudice  or  of  reckless  partisan  ambition. 
This  obstruction,  however  may  be  inevitable.  It  may 
be  that  everywhere  on  this  earth  and  in  every  age.  the 
great  triumphs  of  justice  must  be  great  victories  won 
in  long  and  obstinate  battles  with  unreason.  But  our 
experience  should  make  us  wise  and  move  every  good 
citizen  to  support  the  endeavor  to  return  to  the  doc- 
trines of  the  fathers. 

Both  duty  and  interest  require  thi>  policy  ;  ::nd  they 
have  heightened  their  i  bum  upon  the  Government  and 


human  development  is  not  that  which  creates  mighty  people  of  the  country;  first,  by  their  bearing  toward 
conquerors  and  make-  the  earth  tremble  -beneath  the  the  Government  and  by  their  unfaltering  friendship  fur 
tramp  of  war.  or  that  takes  any  form  ai-rely  to  dazzle  the  Union  cause  during  the  late  rebellion:  and  second, 
or  astonish.  There  i-  something  nobler  than  geuios  l,y  their  -agiu  ity  and  good  conduct  in  using  the  liberties 
for  directing  the  movements  ot  all-conquering  power;  I  already  accorded  to  them. 

something  more  d:\in,  than  tbi  n  -i-ties-  .-•<  a.v  of  force  |  Jefferson  eloubte  >  whether  a  slave  could  regard  as  his 
over  weak  peoples;  something  that  more  fully  develops  i  country  the  Nnd  where  to-  was  born  to  live  and  labor 
beauty  and  delight  in  human  relationships;  soou-tliing  tor  another.  The  doubt  was  very  natural :  but  during 
more   richly  fraught  with    blessings    that   increase-  the  ]  the  bit*  struggle  with  rebellion  the  i  lave  p  pulation  of 


possibilities  and  heighten  the  charm  of  human  life; 
something  that  will  necessarily  revise  our  conceptions 
of  what  is  superior  in  people-  and  races. 

It  is  quite  possible  that  on   considering  the   matter 
more  carefully  we  may  dis(  over  ti,   -  -•  and  each 

distinct  family  of  mankiud  has  some  peculiar  j  fi  of 
its  own  in  which  it  is  superior  to  others ;  and  that  tin 
all-wise  Creator  may  have  designed  that  each    rac" 


the  country  lelt  a-  deeply  as  others  that  this  was  their 
i  ountry.  and  they  took  the  side  of  theUov  rnment  with 
abiding  hop<  i.i  it-  justice.  They  could  see  what  the 
-truggle  iovotvi  d,  and  they  ceimprehended  clearly  that 
the  triumph  ol  the  Government  would  be  the  triumph 
of  liberty.  And  now,  shall  we  deny  the  rights  of  these 
men,  :  II  them  rhut  this  is  the  white  man's  country, 
where  they   can  have  tr»-ither  country  nor  rights,  and. 


family  shall  bring  its  own  peculiar  contril  utie'>n  to  the  like  the  gentli  man  from  New  York,  tarn  them  over  to 
final  completeness  of  civilization,  the  full-orbed  and  all-  '  ;,►  ociation  with  the  gorilla?  Mr.  Chairman,  have  we 
comprehending  development  of  the  ra«e.  A  niceor  no  faith  in  God :  ru>  thought  of  t  ose  divine  laws  that 
family  is  not  necessarily  inferior  to  others  because  it  i  [emulate  for  nations  the  issues  of  life  and  death? 
comes  into  t'.u  history  of  civilization  latest,  nor  supe-  But  the  highest  reason  for  recognizing  and  pro- 
rior  to  others  because  it  appears  th»re  fir.-t.  Our  race  i  lectins  the  human  rights  of  this  race,  the  reason 
was  precedi  din  development  by  others :  and  it  was  in  1  that  comprehends  ever)  other,  is  pointed  out  in  these 
times  quite  modern  that   cm    own  family  of    the   race  I  words  of  Jefferson : 

took  its  place  among  tin  foremost.  Germany,  the  old  "Can  the  liberties  of  a  nation  be  thought  secure 
heme  of  the  Teuton  ai  d  Anglo  s'.,\  n  led  nothing  \.  ry  when  we  have  removed  tin  ir  only  tit ni  ba«i^,  a  coavic- 
lovely  to  civilized  men  even  m  the  time  of  Tacitus:  tion  in  the  minds  of  the  people  that  these  liberties  are 
and  a  few    centuries    earlier  -   toe   civilized   orator   of     the  gift  of  God?" 

\  :   Asia   maj   havi      -  with  arrogant  -     rn,        Kv     >  •ystem  of  despotism  assumes  that  the  people 

"Of  what  use  to  the  ivi  rid  ..re  those  barbarous  and  have  n  i  I  :hts  11  ■  those  Uie  despots  may  graciously 
beast h  German1:  and  Anglo-Saxons,  who  have  never  accord,  and  these  only  so  long  as  the  despots  m-y  see 
istonished  th-  world  with  creation-  of  genius;  who  >  tit  to  allow.  This  Republic  was  founded  on  the  belief 
ha\     uevoi  product        Hon        .  I'hidias,  i  li  il,  in     that  humau  rights,  or.  in  Jefferson's   phrase,  huniau 

Alexander. nor  even  lianic;  who  have  never  I  "liberties,"  an  the  God-given  birthright  of  every  man 

made  disrovcries  in  astronomy,  nor  even  constructed  that  lives:  and  the  only  effectual  safeguard  of  free  in- 
pajuiiiil  editk.es  like  the  temple  ol  Hera  at  Sumos,  the  '  -titutiohs  is  an  all-uervadiug  reverence  for  portoual 
royal  p*iace  at  Babylon,  or  the  marvelous  structures]  rights,  ihat  feels  as  a  crime  that  must  not  be  tolerated 
of  ancient  Egypt."  But  our  tin.  ratue  at  lust,  and  any  invasion  of  I  he  rights  ot  the  humblest  man — any 
tiu*t  orator's  scorn  is  not  likely  to  he  repeated.  We  |  attempt  to  shut  him  out  from  equality  before  the  law. 
havKnot  yet  equaled  tlo  architecture  of  antiquity,  but  We  cannot  live  by  the  doctrine  that  only  privileged 
evidently"  We  have  a  higher  mission.  l'.\  means  of  the  classes  and  races  have  lights  to  be  respected.  VI' e  must 
wonderful  force,  energv.  and  activity    of  our  race   we    have  in  the  minds  of  the  people,  in  our  institutions   :- 


are   bringing  together  "the   tmls   ol    the   earth"   and 
establishing  intercourse  and  the feeling  of  neighborhood 
between  isolated  peoples.     Wean  bringing  all  the  races 
and  peoples  of  mankind  to  that  con  litii  n  id  mutual  in-  ' 
tercource   and  appreciation  where   the  o'd    feelings  of 
scorn  and  hate  and   the  old    talk  of     natural  •  w  mil  -  ' 
and  "ouAsidt  barbarians"  will  at  length  give  way  to  the  j 
feeling  ofUcioun  brother!  ood,  and   allow  the  r 
families  «f  aian  to  as-urne   harmonious   relation!  and 


out  laws,  iu  t lie  whole  administration  of  our  Govern- 
ment, the  sacredly-cherished  conviction  that  human 
rights  .-T'  God-given  right*,  to  be  protected  and  held  in 
pi  r]  i  tual  reverence.  The  Republic  cannot  live  under 
the  influence  of  infidelity  to  the  faith  in  which  it  was 
founded.  This,  in  itself,  is  i  -ufficienlj reply  to  the  gen- 
ii, oian  fn  n.i  New  York  and  to  all  ojh^era  who  favor  his 
doctrine  aid  policy.  The  Republic  cannot  live  under 
such  in.ius'ice  as  they  propose.    The  sure  fruit  of  such 


pl«y  connect*!   rsrts  in  the  giand  work  of   .riving   the  \  w  rong  is  a  curse  which  no  talk  of  inferior  races  and  no 
race  compU-tedevelor-iiK'Bt.  II)  scorn  of  the  negro  race  can  prevent.     We  have 

It  is  n]*>  quite  possible  that  if  the  gentleman  from  j  felt  it;  we  have  seen  it  debauch  patriotism;  we  have 
New  York  will  (.ring  to  the  discussion  of  this  subject  j  seen  it  breed  treason;  wo  have  seen  it  darken  the  land 
less  scornful  projudi,  •-,  less  -  in  path?  with  the  barbar-  with  the  fury  of  war;  and  how  can  any  man  who  loves 
isms  of  thought  and  fa* ling  generated  by  the  slavesys-  hi.s  country  be  willing  to  repeat  the  experiment  in  auy 
vm.  l-*s   haste  To  trample   out  the   rights  of  a  race    form? 
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